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This wrestling episode, with its verse-fossils, forms a
kind of link between the 138 lines of prose, without a
trace of verse, at the opening of the scene, and the sixty-
six lines of unmixed verse with which the scene ends.
Now it seems natural to suppose that this transition from
prose to verse has something to do with the revision of
the scene.; in other words, that Shakespeare began
revising the scene in prose and in a pretty drastic manner,
but found himself as he proceeded with his task able to
retain more and more of the original matter, leaving the
last 66 lines entirely unaltered. On this hypothesis the
scene falls into three sections: (i) new prose, 11* 1—138;
(ii) old verse re-written as prose, 11. 139-211; and
(iii) old verse, 11. 212-277.
'Let us turn now to certain inconsistencies in the play,
and particularly in this scene, and see if they throw any
light upon the question of revision. We may begin
with one that has pulled up short every editor of the text.
There are, as all the world knows, two dukes in As You
Like It\ the usurper and his banished brother. The pair
are distinguished in the speech-headings of the Folio as
Duke and Duke Senior, and no doubt the labels were
adequate enough for stage-purposes. But when the
modern editor, with his list of dramatis fersonae to make
out, seeks for names, the search proves fruitless as far
as the elder brother is concerned, while it is only at the
very end of the play (5. 4. 151) that the younger is
directly spoken of as 'Duke Frederick,* though in the
light of this evidence it becomes clear thatthe * Frederick*
to whom Orlando refers at I. 2. 222 is the usurper.
Both these references, be it noted, occur in verse-passages,
and the second in particular belongs to what we have
just claimed as the unrevised portion of I. 2. Now
except at these two places the name Frederick is to be
found only once elsewhere in the play, this time in the
prose-section with which 1.2. opens and in a context
which points unmistakably to the other duke! As the

